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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
In the Specification: 

/Page 1, line 4, please insert: 


— Government Interests 

The present invention was conceived and developed in the performance of a U.S. 
Government Contract. The U.S. Government has certain rights in this invention pursuant 
to contract No. 


^JJage 9, line 21, delete "the", and insert —an embodiment of an—. 
^^Page 9, line 22, delete "of the present", and insert -according to this-. 

^P£ge 9, line 24, delete "the", and insert -an-. 

^J?£ge 9, line 25, delete "according to", and insert -useful as part of--. 


Ige 10, line 2, delete "according to the invention", and insert -useful in the 
embodiment—. 
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SEPARATE LETTER TO CHIEF DRAFTSMAN 
[MPEP Sec. 608.02(R) ] 

Please amend FIGS. 1, 6a, 6b, & 6c by incorporating 
the changes indicated in red ink on the attached copies of 
the subject figures (3 drawing sheets) . In particular, 
changes have been made merely to clarify in the drawings 
various .elements which are described in the specif ication . 


No new matter is added. 


Respectfully Submitted, 
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Transmitted -herewith is an amendment in the above -identified application. 


[ ] 

[ ] 

[ ] 
tx] 


Small entity status of this application under 37 CFR 1.9 and 1.27 has been 
established by a verified statement previously submitted. 

A verified statement to establish small entity status under 37 CFR 1.9 and 
1.27 is enclosed. 

A Request for Extension of Time for months is attached. 

No additional fee is required. 


fx] Separate Letter to Chief Draftsman 
The fee has been calculated as shown below: 



Claims 
Remaining 
After 
Amendment 


Highest No. 
Previously 
Paid For 

Extra 

Rate 

Addit . 
Fee 

Total 

* 

MINUS 

* * 


x $18 

$ 

Independent 

★ 

MINUS 

* * * 


x $78 

$ 

[ ] First Presentation of Multiple Dependent Claims 

x $260 

$ 

Total 


SMALL ENTITY FEE 



* If the entry in Col. 1 is less than the entry in Col. 2, write "0" in Col. 
3 . 

** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, 
write 11 2 0" in this space. 
*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For 11 IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, 
write "3 M in this space. 

The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest 
number found from the equivalent box in Col . 1 of a prior amendment or the number 
of claims originally filed. 


[ ] Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-0644 in the amount of $ for 


[ ] A check in the amount of $ is attached for [ ] additional 

claim fee and/or [ ] extension of time f ee (s) . 
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Application No. 


09/505,678 


[x] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following 
f ees associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0644. A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached 
[x] Any filing fees under 37 CFR 1.16 for the presentation of extra 
claims . 

[ ] Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. 


Vande Sande 
Suite 200 
10220 River Road 
Potomac, MD 2 0 854 
(301) 983-2500 


Respectfully submitted, 


Hall, Priddy, Myers & 
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